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Community Power Cornwall solar
investment for Telegraph Museum Porthcurno

2)

A member-owned renewable energy enterprise
has helped one of Cornwall’s most historically
significant sites to realise its ambitions for a
greener future with lower energy bills. The
Telegraph Museum Porthcurno expects to
reduce its energy bills by around £3,500 a
year thanks to the installations of PV
systems on two of their buildings by the
co-operative Community Power Cornwall.
The museum is based on what was originally
the largest telegraph station in the world,
connecting Britain to the whole world. Today,
the Telegraph Museum Porthcurno is a vibrant
and captivating heritage attraction which is
operated by a small charity called the
Porthcurno Collections Trust. The charity have
held a long term ambition to increase the
sustainability of the museum through the
reduction of energy costs whilst significantly
decreasing their impact on the environment.
Thanks to the European funded Cornwall New
Energy project, the trust accessed help from
the BRE National Solar Centre and the Cornish
energy advice charity Community Energy Plus
to assess the potential for renewable
technologies on site and produce detailed
financial projections and funding options,
including a Power Purchase Agreement from
Community Power Cornwall.
The 50 kW and 17 kW solar PV systems will
produce over 51,000 kW hours of clean green
energy every year. This will save over 18 tonnes
of carbon from entering the atmosphere, or 350
tonnes over the lifetime of the system. Between
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80-90% of the electricity generated by the solar
panels are expected to be consumed on site
which will help the museum to be much more
sustainable and resilient into the future.
Julia Twomlow, Museum Director explained the
background to the project: “We take our land
management responsibilities seriously and see
the introduction of solar power to the museum
buildings as being part of that initiative around
environmental sustainability. Community
Power Cornwall have enabled us to realise our
ambitions to embrace green technology.
Without their support we would have struggled
to make the project happen. We anticipate that
the PV will help us reduce our energy bills by
around £3,500 a year which is a significant
saving for a charity and money which we can
invest back into our education programme, our
exhibitions and the experiences that our visitors
have with us.”

Successful GSHP seminar, run by CNE project,
in cooperation with the Truro-based renewable
technology manufacturer, the Kensa Group.
The ground source heating pump event hosted
by Cornwall New Energy and Kensa Group on
the 15th May invited architects and businesses
from Cornwall to find out more about design
and implementation of heat pumps. George
Gillow, Business Development Manager for
Kensa and Dr Matthew Trewhella, Managing

Director at Kensa Contracting, hosted an
informative presentation on the future of
heat pumps and a detailed look around the
Kensa factory where the heat pumps are
built. It was a successful event with some
excellent and informative discussion.
Thanks to everyone who attended.

Community Power Cornwall have been active
for 10 years developing renewable energy
projects in local communities and the solar
panels at Porthcurno are the co-operative’s
30th and 31st installations.
Neil Farrington, Director of Community Power
Cornwall said: “This project has been extremely
interesting but also challenging. The station is
almost 150 years old and the fragile listed
buildings created some challenges for our
installers ZLC Energy who had to come up with
some new design solutions to allow the PV
system to float above the roof’s surface and
ensure that no weight was transferred to the
original concrete roof of the building. We were
also working in a tight timeframe in order to
access the Feed-in Tariff before the programme
closed to new developments at the end of
March so it was a big achievement to get the
installations completed on time.”
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A 650 mile journey in the new all electric Renault Zoe
Earlier this month I drove up to Wales to The
Centre for Alternative Technology in mid Wales,
for their Climate Emergency Summit. Mark
Smith (Founder and Director of ZLC Energy)
offered to drive us there and back in the
company’s new branded Zoe with David Parish
(Head of Research from Centrica Local Energy
Market Team) joining us for the experience. We
hit the road from Truro at midday on Thursday,
arriving at 10.30pm at our destination (mid
Wales). The journey took twice as long as it
would do in a standard car, but we did it for a
fraction of the cost and for 3.5 times less
carbon emmisions than a deisel and 3 times
less than a comparitive petrol vehicle, using
only 45Kg of C02 across the 650 mile journey.
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Charging was fairly straight forward except
for the distinct lack of charging points off the
main motorway routes. Driving on the rural
roads through Wales proved by far the most
effective driving. Sitting between 40-50mpg
and gaining regenerative power into the
battery from braking and downhill travel, the
battery sustained itself much better than
expected and we reached our destination with
plenty of charge. Motorwary driving took far
longer than expected with the return route via
Birmingham on the M6 draining the battery
fast and requiring more stops to re-charge. The
travel time home increased further to 12.5
hours, but with a good playlist, the 23 hour
journey with Dave and Mark was informative
and enjoyable, I hope they would say the same!
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NEW EVENTS COMING SOON

(Click logo to be taken to website)

5TH JUNE 2019 COMMERCIAL SOLAR PV SYSTEM

F D Hall & Sons Ltd

CNE will host an event at St Austell Print
Company in collaboration with Clean Earth
Energy to have a look at their commercial solar
PV system. Delegates will have the chance to
discuss new models for commercial PV without
the Feed In Tariff and export payments,
understand how self-consumption works and
why every business should be looking at
generating their own power on site.
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